1. The Question

How have computers impacted or changed our society? 
To answer this question, you must think about different businesses, organizations, and types of people who use computers and how they use them.  
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2. The Information Sources

These websites provide information on how computers are used in society. 
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	Uses of Computers in Society

http://www.buzzle.com/articles/uses-of-computers-in-society.html
What Are Computers Used for in Society?

http://www.ehow.com/list_7238126_computers-used-society_.html 

How do we use computers?

http://www.easywindows.com/computerseasy/cq.html#GQ2



3. The Student Activity

List 10 ways that computers are used in today’s society.  For each use also list the types of people who use that technology.  Present your list to the class.
4. The Assessment Activity
Examine two computer uses in society and explain how people’s lives would be impacted without this type of technology.  Review your list and determine which computer technology uses are most and least important to you personally.  Write a one to two page summary paper explaining your choices using Microsoft Word.
5. Enrichment Activities
The following are excellent sites that you may explore to learn more about the impact of computers on society:
101 Computer Uses
http://www.edzone.net/~mwestern/101computeruses.html
Computers in Daily Life
http://www.citycol.com/computing/ECDL/students/Computers%20in%20everyday%20life.asp
The Impact of Computers on Society
http://doyle.wcdsb.ca/ICS3MI/computers_society/impact_of_computers_on_society.htm
Examining the Use of Personal Computers on Society?

http://www.bookrags.com/essay-2004/9/17/201921/091
6. Teacher Support Materials
Students learn to use the computer to solve problems, gather information, and develop an understanding of the commercial, social, educational, and personal impact that computers have on our society.  Students will demonstrate the ability to think critically beyond their personal usage, evaluate, and summarize their findings.
STANDARD 8.1 (COMPUTER AND INFORMATION LITERACY) ALL STUDENTS WILL USE COMPUTER APPLICATIONS TO GATHER AND ORGANIZE INFORMATION AND TO SOLVE PROBLEMS.
 

Descriptive Statement: Using computer applications and technology tools students will conduct research, solve problems, improve learning, achieve goals, and produce products and presentations in conjunction with standards in all content areas, including career education and consumer family, and life skills. They will also develop, locate, summarize, organize, synthesize, and evaluate information for lifelong learning.

 

By the end of Grade 4, students will:
A.     Basic Computer Skills and Tools 
    3.   Input and access text and data, using appropriate keyboarding techniques or other input devices.

   4.   Produce a simple finished document using word processing software.

B.  Application of Productivity Tools 

      Information Access and Research

   5.   Recognize the need for accessing and using information. 

   6.   Identify and use web browsers, search engines, and directories to obtain information to solve real world problems.

   7.   Locate specific information by searching a database.

   8.   Recognize accuracy and/or bias of information.

     Problem Solving and Decision Making

   9.    Solve problems individually and/or collaboratively using computer applications.
STANDARD 8.2 (TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION) ALL STUDENTS WILL DEVELOP AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE NATURE AND IMPACT OF TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, TECHNOLOGICAL DESIGN, AND THE DESIGNED WORLD AS THEY RELATE TO THE INDIVIDUAL, SOCIETY, AND THE ENVIRONMENT.

Descriptive Statement: The following indicators are based on the Standards for Technological Literacy (STL, 2000) and support the National Academy of Engineering’s (2002) call for students to gain technological literacy. Students will be expected to understand the various facets of technology and the design process. They will analyze and evaluate design options and then apply the design process to solve problems. A systems perspective is employed to emphasize the interconnectedness of all knowledge and the impact of technology and technological change. Students will be expected to use technology as it applies to physical systems, biological systems, and information and communication systems. The intent at the elementary and middle school levels is that all students develop technological literacy and are prepared for the option of further study in the field of technology education. At the elementary level, the foundation for technology education is found in the science standards, particularly standards 5.2 and 5.4.

A. Nature and Impact of Technology
7. Knowledge

Students will demonstrate Declarative Knowledge by listing the various ways computers are used in their society.
Students will demonstrate Structural Knowledge by beginning to categorize various types of computer uses and forming mental models about how this affects their society.  Students will also use critical thinking skills which relate technology to roles that various types of users have in performing daily tasks.  
Students will demonstrate Procedural Knowledge by using Microsoft Word to create a Summary paper explaining their choices.  Students will know how to create summary reports based on research, categorization, and understanding relationships between information.  
8. Feedback 

All quotes are taken from Grant Wiggins article “Feedback: How Learning Occurs”:
Students may review one another’s lists and make two additional recommendations for at least 2 of their peers concerning computer technology usage.  This type of peer-directed feedback will “encourage the learner to improve upon their work.”
Students may participate in a class survey in order to determine what the top 5 uses were.  They could then discuss as a group, why they felt this technology use is important.  They could then use this as an opportunity to revise or enhance their summary papers. “This feedback comes from the activity itself and builds self-adjustment into the assessment.”
Teacher may use a rubric to evaluate the students based on the Content Standards for their grade level and provide constructive feedback with suggestions for improvement.  “This will describe what the learner did and did not do in relation to their goals and build a strong feedback loop.”
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