Cyber-bullying Internet Inquiry

This is an Internet Inquiry for fourth grade Computer Literacy that allows students to develop and explore questions they may have about cyber-bullying. The purpose of this Internet inquiry is to encourage students to learn about a social issue that is widespread and personally impacts their daily lives.  Students will develop critical literacy skills, participate in group learning, and develop a sense of personal empowerment. 
Develop Question Phase

This Internet Inquiry project meets the Educational Technology 8.1 Technology Operations and Concepts and Digital Citizenship curriculum standards.   The questioning strategy will use a combination of teacher-guided prompts and group collaboration techniques where students develop their own questions.  Some guiding concepts to consider when forming questions pertaining to cyber-bullying, are definition, types, causes, effects, gender, statistics, laws, and prevention.   Since this is also topic of personal interest to the students, I believe they can work in groups to develop the specific questions they would like to know about cyber-bullying.  Each group will brainstorm and generate a list of questions.  These questions will be the focus of internet research.  
Search Phase

In the search phase student groups assigned by the teacher will be directed to several cyber-bullying websites.  Due to their age and the amount of internet information available on this topic, it may be more productive for students to have a targeted number of websites to search and evaluate.  These websites allow the students to explore and dig for information, take quizzes and complete worksheets in order to enhance their overall learning experience. For example, at the Cyber-bullying Research Center, students may search the website using the following search terms;  Laws, Quiz, Causes, Prevent, Educate.  Students will learn the causes, effects, and types of cyber-bullying, statistics, and preventative measures.   
· Cyber-bullying Research Center   http://www.cyberbullying.us/
· The Top 5 Ways Boys and Girls Bully  http://www.thebeehive.org/school/k-12-students/supporting-my-child-school/top-5-ways-boys-and-girls-bully
· Cyberbullying Statistics http://www.bullyingstatistics.org/content/cyber-bullying.html
· Stop CyperBullying   http://stopcyberbullying.org/
· How to Stop Bullying http://www.how-to-stop-bullying.com/index.html
The teacher will monitor student’s internet activity to insure they remain on task.  If students need extra assistance, it will be provided on an individual or group basis.  
Analyze Phase

In the analysis phase students will highlight important cyber-bullying facts from the websites that pertain to their questions and write down the information.  They should compare information from at least two other websites in order to validate the accuracy of the information.  Students will evaluate each website’s purpose, the last date updated, and author’s background information and position in order to develop critical literacy skills.  Students will also discuss positives and negatives concerning the various websites’ ease of navigation, access to information, accuracy, and overall quality of resources.  To scaffold this process, discussions will take place in their groups as the students are searching and evaluating their research. Additionally, the students will discuss what new questions came up as they looked through the websites and make a list of those questions.
Compose Phase

In the compose phase, each group will create a presentation using Microsoft PowerPoint that will allow them to synthesize their findings and educate the class concerning the issue of cyber-bullying.  They will highlight what they have learned in their search and analysis. This presentation must be between 5 and 7 pages long and contain their group(s) questions, newly generated questions, and findings.  As previously stated, the high level question(s) must be derived from the teacher’s guiding concepts which include definition and types, causes and effects, gender, statistics, laws, and prevention.   Students must locate and include appropriate clipart to enhance their presentations.  The teacher will use a rubric to evaluate the group(s) presentations and participation.
Share Phase

The group(s) will share their presentations with the class.  In addition, each student will create a Cyber-bullying poster based on their personal learning experience as a result of this Internet Inquiry.  The student will explain to the class their purpose of the message they wish to communicate with the poster and what the elements on the poster mean.  Classmates will have an opportunity to respond to one another’s posters which should generate valuable feedback and information exchange.
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