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Performance Task-GRASPS

· Goal-You will study the effects of pollution on the environment.  You will come up with at least three facts that you think are very important to share with the governor of your state.  You will also write down two ways to reduce pollution in hopes of convincing the governor to support two bills relating to pollution and recycling. 
· Role-You work for an environment-friendly company called Earth Friends.  Your job is the research assistant and advocate.  As the research assistant, you will research the effects of pollution on the environment, including plants, animals, and people.  As the advocate against pollution, your job is to inform the community and public officials, such as the governor, about the harmful effects of pollution and the benefits of recycling. 
· Audience-You will be writing a letter to the governor to convince him to support bills about recycling and pollution. 
· Situation-Pollution is harming the plants, animals, and people in your community.  Many people and companies do not recycle in the local area.  The governor is considering signing two bills in regards to pollution.  One bill will give a tax break to companies and individuals who recycle.  Another bill will increase the fines that companies and people who pollute the city will receive.  Your job is to write a letter to the governor to convince him or her to sign the bill by stating the effects of pollution on the environment and other facts you have learned about pollution.  If the governor reads a letter that convinces him or her to sign the bill, pollution may decrease in your community. 
· Product/Performance-You will write a letter to the governor of your state.  Your letter will include at least three pollution facts and at least two ways to reduce pollution.  The letter must be neat in order for the governor to read it.  It must also include correct capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and spelling in order to leave a lasting impression on the governor.  The letter should also contain persuasive language. 
· Standard/Criteria for Success-see rubric 



[image: image1.jpg]



Letter to the Governor Rubric

	
	Excellent

20 points
	Good

16 points
	Needs Work

12 points

	Neatness

A letter should be neat and easy to read. 
	Letter is very neat.  Penmanship is neatly written.  Paper is neat and not wrinkled.
	Letter is neat.  Penmanship is legible.  Paper is neat and not wrinkled.
	Letter is difficult to read and penmanship is not legible.  Paper is wrinkled.

	Sentences

A sentence is a group of words that express a complete thought.
	All sentences are written as complete thoughts.
	Most sentences are written as complete thoughts.
	Some sentences are written as complete thoughts.

	Grammar and Spelling

Letters are edited and free from grammar and spelling mistakes.  Words are spelled correctly to make it easy to read.
	0 or 1 mistake in grammar or spelling.
	2-4 mistakes in grammar or spelling.
	5 or more mistakes in grammar or spelling.

	Capitalization and Punctuation

Sentences begin with capital letters and end with punctuation.  
	0 or 1 mistake in capitalization or spelling.
	2-4 mistakes in capitalization or spelling.
	5 or more mistakes capitalization or spelling.

	Content Accuracy

The letter contains at least 3 facts learned during the pollution unit and 2 ways to reduce pollution.  The facts can come from the readings, activities, projects, discussions, or websites.
	3 or more pollution facts and 2 or more ways to reduce pollution are included in the letter.
	2 pollution facts and 1 or 2 ways to reduce pollution are included in the letter.
	Less than 2 pollution facts are included in the letter. Less than 1 way to reduce pollution is included in the letter.

	Persuasive Language

The letter contains 3 or more uses of persuasive language. (I believe that, it is wrong to, besides, I feel that…)
	The letter contains 3 or more uses of persuasive language.
	The letter contains 1 or 2 uses of persuasive language.
	The letter does not contain any persuasive language.


