Internet Project – My State’s SuperHero

* Curriculum area   4th -6th Grade Computer Literacy, Art/Graphics, Language Arts/Writing, Geography, Social Studies 

 * Project description

Students will collaborate with other classrooms or schools using Wiki's and create a State Super-Hero Comic Strip based on a real life issue or problem in a specific state.  They will create their state's SuperHero with a name and special powers and use creative writing to solve the problem for their state.  Students will use technology to publish their comic strip, incorporate graphics, and post it to the appropriate section on the Project Wiki page.  This lesson may be adapted for any grade level.

 Example:  New Jersey is "The Garden State"

•      One Environmental problem affecting NJ is "Global Warming Pollution"

•      The Hero is "EnviroMan"

•      Powers are:

· Able to Fly

· Able to Generate Wind 

· Able to Cool the Atmosphere by 20 degrees Farenheight.

· Sample Product Outcome is attached.

* Learning objectives

•       Research an Economic, Environmental, Social, Educational, or Policital Problem/Issue in a specific state.

•       Develop Creative Writing Skills by creating a comic stip.

•       Perform Internet Searches for appropriate clipart and photos.      

•       Illustrate comic strip story ideas.

•       Develop Technology skills in publishing and computer graphics.

•       Collaborate with peers, other classes, and schools for feedback, critique, and ideas.

•       Improve communication and teamwork skills.              

  * Technology that will be used  

•       Microsoft Publisher

•       Microsoft Paint

•       Wikis 

•       Online Comic Strip Generators

1. http://superherosquad.marvel.com/create_your_own_comic
2. http://www.scholastic.com/bone/comic_maker.htm
3. http://www.makebeliefscomix.com/Comix/
4. http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/comic/index.html
5. http://comicbookproject.org/index.html?gclid=CLil3Yus46cCFQY65Qod7kQX_A
6. http://www.customsigngenerator.com/
7. http://www.toondoo.com/
8. http://stripgenerator.com/strip/create/
 * Explanation of how students will collaborate

 Each student will post their Problem or Issue, Super Hero name and powers to a Project Wiki Page under their state.  Other students will:

•       Provide feedback and ideas on how the Super Hero can solve the problem.

•       Critique and make recommendations on Super Hero's powers.

•       Assess whether the Super Hero's powers should realistically resolves the problem. 

•       Evaluate the validity of states problem/issue.

•       Work in teams to create comic strip: (writers, proofers, editors, graphics, layout).

•       Teachers will set up the Project Wiki by state and monitor to ensure that all students are receiving an equal amount of valuable feedback.  

Curriculum Standards:

EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY:

STANDARD 8.1 Educational Technology - Technology Operations and Concepts & Critical

Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision-Making

 8.1.4.A.1 - Demonstrate effective input of text and data using an input device.

 8.1.4.A.2 - Create a document with text formatting and graphics using a word processing program.

 8.1.4.A.3 - Create and present a multimedia presentation that includes graphics.

  8.1.4.F.1 - Select and apply digital tools to collect, organize, and analyze data that support a scientific

finding.

COMPUTER AND INFORMATION LITERACY:

STANDARD 8.1 Computer and Information Literacy

 8.1.4 B.5 - Recognize the need for accessing and using information.

 8.1.4.B.6 - Identify and use web browsers, search engines, and directories to obtain information to solve

real world problems.

 8.1.4.B.7 - Locate specific information by searching a database.

 8.1.4.B.9 - Solve problems individually and/or collaboratively using computer applications.

Educational Technology

F. Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision-Making 8.1.4.F.1
LANGUAGE ARTS/WRITING:

LA: 3.1.4 H. Inquiry and Research  Read independently and research topics using a variety of materials to satisfy personal, academic, and social needs, and produce evidence of reading.
3.2.4.A - Writing as a Process (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, postwriting)

 3.2.4.B, - Writing as a Product (resulting in a formal product or publication)

3.2.4.C - Mechanics, Spelling, and Handwriting
3.2.4.D.1 - Write for different purposes (e.g., to express ideas, to inform, to entertain, to respond to literature, to question, to share) and a variety of audiences (e.g., self, peers, community).

 3.2.4.D .7 - Write narratives that relate recollections of an event or experience and establish a setting, characters, point of view, and sequence of events.
3.2.4 D.10 - Use a variety of strategies to organize writing, including sequence, chronology, and cause/effect.
3.2.4 D.12 - Use relevant graphics in writing (e.g., maps, charts, illustrations).

STANDARD 3.5 - Speaking

 3.3.4.B.1 - Develop questioning techniques (e.g., who, what, when, where, why, and how).

 3.3.4.B.5 - Reflect and evaluate information learned as a result of the inquiry.

 3.3.4.B.6 - Solve a problem or understand a task through group cooperation.

STANDARD 3.5 - Viewing and Media Literacy

 3.5.4 A.6 - Identify the target audience for a particular program, story, or advertisement.

 3.5.4 A.7 - Demonstrate an awareness of different media forms and how they contribute to communication.

 3.5.4 B.1 - Understand that creators of both print media and electronic media have a purpose and target audience for their work.

SOCIAL STUDIES: 

STANDARDS- 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World, 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century.

6.3.4.A.2 - Contact local officials and community members to acquire information and/or discuss local

issues.

